True Christianity II
(James 1:27) Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this:  to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.


Two weeks ago, I preached part one of this sermon.  In that message, we discussed what religion is, and why so many are deceived into thinking that they have religion when in actuality, many of those are lost and dying.


We learned the difference between religion and Christianity.  Religion is that which is outward, and Christianity is that which is inward.  Many people perform the duties of outward or external religion, but just because one may be involved in outward religion, that doesn’t mean that he has inward Christianity.


In Today’s sermon, we are going to be discussing what true religion and Christianity is.  We will be discussing what God considers to be real from the fake.

We will learn the difference between professing Christians from that of  practicing Christians

James, so far has been pretty blunt and straight forward with explaining what a Christian is suppose to be, but he finishes this chapter up by telling us what God considers as pure and undefiled religion.


James gives two evidences that demonstrate true religion.
1. Deeds of compassion

2. Inner purity


Of course, true religion has more features than what James has mentioned, but the emphasis here is that for God to accept our worship it must be accompanied by a loving ministry and a holy life.

The first evidence that James gives is that which shows deeds of compassion.

(Isaiah 1:17) Learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow.


All through out the New Testament, we read where the early disciples made it a habit to meet the needs of orphans and widows.

(Acts 6:1-4) Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.  Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of god and serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.

This morning, I want to explain what James meant by showing deeds of compassion for widows and orphans, in this verse specifically widows.


Also, I want to give you a background on this verse.  I could preach a different sermon on this passage of scripture, but I want you to understand some things about deacons, and ministers of the word.


The apostles had been preaching the word of God, praying on a regular consistent basis not only for themselves, but also for others they were ministering to, and they had also been meeting the needs outside of the church such as giving, visiting, and ministering to the needs of those that were less fortunate.


As they were doing all of this, two problems arose.  First, the apostles were not able to give themselves wholly and entirely to the word of God because they had to meet the demands of those outside the church, second, they were not able to minister to the widows as they ought to have, the reason they were not able to do so is because they were trying to focus on the word and prayer.


Because of this dual calling that was focused on them, they were unable to do what they were truly called to do which was preach the word of God efficiently.  In doing both the preaching, and prayer, and doing the ministering outside of the church, they were neglecting some of the widows.


The apostles didn’t neglect them on purpose, but their time in prayer and the study of God’s word demanded much of their efforts, therefore they were not able to efficiently meet the needs of those in the church.


Therefore, because they could not wholly give themselves to the study of God’s word, they had the other disciples to appoint seven men from all the disciples to become what we call deacons.

Definition of deacon:  diaconus or [dee-ak’-on-os] to run errands; an attendant; a waitor, deacon, minister, servant.
Definition of a pastor:  episkopos or [ep-is’-kop-os] a superintendent, Christian officer in general charge of a church, bishop, overseer.
(I Timothy 4:15) Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.


The apostles which were the ones who were pastors, evangelist, overseers, bishops, and superintendents could not effectively and efficiently give and oversee those who were outside the church with necessities to be met, therefore they had deacons appointed who were appointed for the sole purpose of being the pastors right hand man.


Now, I do not want to neglect how important the deacons or deaconesses calling is.  They have qualification just as the pastor has qualifications, but the purpose of deacons is different than that of a pastor.  The purpose of these early deacons was to meet the needs of those who were lacking.  It was there job to get food, money, and help to the widows who couldn’t support themselves.


The deacons job was to visit outside of church to those who needed encouragement, prayer, help, and guidance in any way.  This was to relieve the apostles to do their job of preaching the word of God, and to focus on study of the scriptures, and to pray for the needs of those they ministered to.

Now that you have a background on what a pastor and deacon is, now I can explain why the deacons had to minister to the needs of the widows.


Widows were taken care of by their family.  When a woman’s husband would die, all of the husbands money would go to the oldest son.  It was the sons responsibility to take care of his family.  But, if by some chance the son would not take care of his family, the widow and orphans would become so poor that they would starve to death.


During those days, it wasn’t like today.  Back during the early church times, it was almost impossible for a widow and the orphans to get jobs.  Because they could not get jobs, they either had to steal food, beg for food, or they had to wait until the disciples would come around to give them money, food, or whatever other needs they had.


Today, times have changed a little.  Women are considered more equal in our society than they were during the early days.  It is easier for women to find jobs that will support their families than what it used to be.


Not only is it easier for women to find jobs, but it is easier for them to have the same paying if not better jobs than many men.


But, just because the widows are more prone to be taken care of today, that doesn’t give us the responsibility to sit back whenever we see someone in need, and not help meet their need.


Many widows and orphans are unable to take care of themselves today, but still, there are many widows and orphans that need our help because they are unable to provide for themselves.
(John 13:34-35) A new commandment I give you, that you love one another:  as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.


We are not only commanded to love God to prove our Christianity, but we are also commanded to love each other.  That means that even if I don’t know you, I am to love you.  I am to love you enough to help you if you have any need.


When we act out in love to help those that we do not even know, this tells the world that we are Christ’s disciples.  If we are confessing to the world around us that we are Christians yet we show not interest to help those that are in need, we are more professing Christians than we are practicing Christians.

(Matthew 15:8-9) These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.

People in the church think that all of the responsibility to help those that are in need fall on the deacons and the pastor, but that is wrong.  Each and every Christian has the responsibility to help those that are in need.  Whether that be financial, material, or spiritual, each of us have the responsibility to love one another enough to help each other when needed.

(Galatians 5:14) For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.


When you see someone who is really in need of help in their lives, your responsibility is not to walk away from them and say, well I’ll tell the pastor or the deacons of this person and then they can help them.


No, your responsibility is to offer them whatever assistance you can at that moment.


The genuineness of anyone’s religion is not determined by his or her own qualifications or standards but by God’s.  the greatest mistake that the scribes, Pharisees, and other Jewish leaders had made was that they had replaced God’s standards in the Law with their own man-made traditions.

To truly be accepted by God, we are to live by God’s standards not by our own.

(Matthew 25:34-43) Come, you blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you took me in; I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you visited me; I was in prison and you came to Me.  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  When did we see you a stranger and take you in, or naked and clothe you?  Or when did we see you sick, or in prison, and come to you?  And the King will answer and say to them, ‘assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to Me.’  Then He will also say to those on the left hand, Depart from Me, you cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave me no food; I was thirsty and you gave me no drink;  I was a stranger and you did not take me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.

It is every child of God’s responsibility to help those that are in need.  The widows and orphans that is our responsibility today is those who are sick, in prison, the shut-ins, the poor, the broken, the lost.  It is not just one or two person’s responsibility to help these people, it is every child of God’s responsibility, and by doing this, it shows the world that you are truly a child of God.
(I Timothy 5:3-4) Honor widows who are really widows.  But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God.
Living an unspotted life before God

James goes on to say that pure and undefiled religion is this:  To keep oneself unspotted from the world.

In the earlier verse, James was talking about the way we speak.  James was saying that a true believer would bridle his tongue, and in so doing it would show that God is the bridle of the persons heart.

Now in this verse, we learn that true Christianity is not only in the way we speak, but also in the way we live.  We are to be unstained from the influence of the world.  We can’t live according to our standards and be acceptable to God, no, we are to live according to God’s standards.


Someone might say, well, I understand that we are to live according to God’s standards, but I am not perfect, therefore how can I live up to His standards.


This is a very good question.  Many people have the excuse that “Well, I’m not perfect, and I can’t expect to be perfect.”  This is an excuse that if kept by you, you will never achieve what God plans on you doing.  Instead of telling yourself that you are not perfect, you must tell yourself that even though you make many mistakes, are far from perfect, with God’s help you can achieve what he calls for.

(Matthew 5:48) Therefore you shall be perfect, just as you Father in heaven is perfect.

Here this verse is telling us that we are to be perfect.  But the question can arise from this verse, “Well, since I am commanded to be perfect, I guess I can be one without fault.”


This scripture doesn’t mean to be without fault.  None of us are without fault.  All of us are guilty of sin, therefore, since we are all guilty of sin, we can never be perfect.  We must understand what this word perfect means.

Perfect:  Telious or[tel’-i-os]-complete, in labor, growth, mental, and moral character.  Completeness, of full age, man, perfect.


When James tells us that pure and undefiled religion is unspotted character, James is not saying that God is asking us to be faultless, or without error.  If this was what God were asking of us, he would be asking to much, and it would be impossible to accomplish.

What God desires is for his children to be uncorrupt from the society around them.  He desires for us to be complete in him.  This is accomplished when we study his word, pray, and apply his word to our lives, and obey him by showing deeds of purity.


Again, the question may arise, how is this possible with so much sin around us everyday?  How is it possible to be complete when we are so prone to sin?  The answer to that question is by his grace.


You see, when you try and live the Christian life in your own power, you will fail, but when you trust in his grace to help you, you can then succeed.  God’s grace is readily available to us as we apply faith in his grace to help us in our time of need.


God understands the pressures that are around us.  He understand the sin we are faced with.  That is why he has given us the gift of his grace which is his mercy, strength, salvation, and his power.  God’s grace is so much more than just this I have mentioned, but to become the unspotted believer that he desires for me to be, I must receive his mercy, his strength, salvation, and power.

(Zechariah 4:6)Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.


When we try to live the life that God requires by our own power, we will always fail; but when we live by the power of His Spirit, we will have the hope of living according to God’s standards.
(I Peter 1:16) But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”

(Ephesians 5:27) That He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.


Again, this may be another verse that people wonders about.  People may ask the question just as some do about being perfect.  Some may ask, how do I become holy, and without spot or wrinkle?


I want to ask you a question, if you were drinking your favorite drink, and you saw me come over with a bottle with the label that said strict 9, would still continue to drink the liquid even after you knew what I had put in their would cause you to die?  I can answer that for you, No.  The reason you would not drink it is because it has become contaminated with a deadly poison.

True faith means nothing if we are contaminated with worldly values.  To keep ourselves from being polluted by the world, we need to commit ourselves to Christ’s ethical and moral system, and not the world’s.

(I John 2:15) Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the father is not in him.  For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is not of the Father but is of the world.  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.


This scripture explains the harsh reality of those that live according to the worlds view and system.  They may enjoy themselves for a time, but just as the world will pass away one day, so will the person who is corrupt by the sins of the world.  The only way to have eternity is for one to live according to God’s will.
(Romans 12:1-2) I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of god, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to god, which is your reasonable service.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.


The word bodies in this verse mean our whole beings.  We are to give God of our entire being.  Our very lives are to be a sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God.  Also, we are not in any way to be conformed to this world, or to the image of this world because it is not of God.


God created this world, but he had no part in the sins of this world.  By us renewing our minds through study of the scriptures, prayer, fellowship, and intimacy with God, we can know what the perfect will of God for our lives is.

How is it possible to remain uncontaminated from the world, and unspotted before God?  We can stay away from much of the filth of the world.  But when we do become defiled accidentally, we have recourse to the cleansing blood of Christ and the purifying Word of God.
(Romans 3:23) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

(I John 2:1-2) My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  And He himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

(I John 4:10) In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His son to be the propitiation for our sins.


Each one of us have made mistakes, and many have become spotted and contaminated by the world.  The good news is that we have a perfect atonement for our life, and through repentance, we can be forgiven and brought back to a place of reunion.  None of us are perfect, but through the grace that god offers to us, we can become whole and complete and unspotted from the sins of the world.  If we want to do so, we can keep ourselves unspotted from the world.

From the writing of James, the mark of a true believer is that of deeds of compassion, and a life of obedience.  Without God’s help this is impossible to do, but with his help, nothing is impossible.

