True Christianity 
Part one

(James 1:26-27) If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.  Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this:  to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.


In this passage of Scripture, James tells us how we can know we have true Christianity.  Now in this verse, it speaks of religion, but religion is that which is outward.  Christianity is that which is inward, and which is a relationship with Christ Jesus.

I first want to deal with the religion that James was talking about.  Under the Old Covenant, God ordained religion which was the external practices of Judaism.  Phillips Commentary pg 63-64.

“For fifteen hundred years, the Hebrew people were called upon, not only to adhere to the moral law but also to observe the rituals laid down in the ceremonial law.  They had feast days and fast days and Sabbaths.  They had sacrifices and offerings.  They had a tabernacle and then a temple.  They had priest and Levites and robes, rules, and rituals-all of the paraphernalia of religion.  But all of this was symbolic.  

God moved upon those in the Old, but lives in those in the new

Under the Old Covenant, God moved upon people, but God didn’t dwell in people.  It wasn’t until Jesus Christ died on the cross that God came to dwell in us rather than move upon us through outward rules and rituals of religion.

Some of those during James day thought that they were believers or “Religious” because they went to church.  Some of them thought that because they performed rituals of religion such as prayer, fasting, and doing volunteer work, they assumed or had the opinion that they were true believers.
Many in the church consider themselves to be religious


We have many in the church today that consider to be religious as well.  Many claim that they have religion because they believe in Jesus Christ.  Many claim that because they attend church, pray, fast, partake of the teaching and preaching of the word, they conclude that they have true religion.


Such things as these are not bad, even having a background in theology is not bad, but they are of no spiritual value in themselves apart from the true saving faith in Jesus Christ.


You see, you can come to church, you can say a prayer, you can teach a Sunday school, you can be a deacon, you can even be a pastor of a church, and on the outside you have all of the paraphernalia of religion, but you can do all of this, yet still be lost because you have never experienced a true conversion in your heart.  


You can walk around externally in the embodiment of religion, but still be lost eternally because you don’t have a transformed life on the inside out.


Christianity is not mere religion; it is a relationship.  It is Christ.  A person could be religious and miss the whole point of Christianity altogether.


Conversion is meaningless unless it leads to a changed life.  In the end, it doesn’t matter whether we consider ourselves religious or not, the real question is this, what does God consider us to be.


When God looks at us, does he see that we have all of the outward evidence of religion, when God looks at us does he see that we have a relationship with Him?  What exactly is it that God sees when he looks at our hearts.  Does God see empty wells, wells that have had all the paraphernalia of religion, by us listening to the word, attending church, saying a prayer, reading the bible, yet never having the living water within.  Or, when God looks down on us does he see a well that is springing forth with rivers of living water?  Does He see a relationship?  Does he consider us to be his children?  What does God see whenever he looks into your heart?  This is a question that each of us need to ponder this morning.

During James day, some of the people had the opinion that they were religious which was a right standing with God, but James goes on further to explain how a person can know if they are true believers or not.

One that does not bridle his tongue is deceiving himself of true religion


James tells us that the man that does not bridle his tongue is deceiving himself into thinking that he has true religion.


How is it that we can tell if a person is saved by the way they speak?  How is it that James says that a person may determine if he is a believer or not by the way he talks?


The bible says that we are to be Christ like in our nature.  In the way we talk, and in the way we act, we are to be Christ like.  James doesn’t specify how the tongue offends in this passage of Scripture, but we can imagine a series of ways that our tongue dishonors God.


“When we gossip, when we are lash out in anger and outburst of rage, when we share harsh criticism, when we complain, when we judge, when we speak perverted, when we tell filthy jokes, these are ways that we dishonor God, and this is a prime example of telling if one is a true believer or not.”

Our verbal actions speak louder than our religious rituals.


Of course none of us are perfect, therefore each of us have made comments with our mouths that dishonor God, but James is talking about the person who shows no change in his life, but rather gives no thought to the kinds of words he uses.  


Again, how come we can tell where a person stands spiritually by the way they talk.

(Mark 7:20-23) What comes out of a man, that defiles a man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.  All these evil things come from within and defile a man.


James said in verse 26, that the man who cannot bridle his tongue is one that has deceived himself of true Christianity.  The reason James says this is because if one cannot control his tongue by the power of God, neither is his heart controlled by God.


What comes out of ones mouth will determine if he is a true believer or not.  All of us slip us at times and say things that maybe we knew was wrong, but James is speaking of the person who speaks perversely and foolishly out of his mouth without the care of repentance in his heart.

You can generally tell where a person is spiritually by listening to the things they talk about.  If a person is sold out for God, and if God truly has that persons heart, you will hear that person speak things pertaining to God quite often.  This will determine and judge that the person is a true believer.


But on the other hand, if you are around a person that is speaking vulgar language, criticizing others harshly, and speaks of ungodly things, this what James was saying that you can tell that this person is only deceiving himself into thinking he has true religion when in reality he is probably lost.


Don’t get mad at the preacher this morning, this is coming straight from the inspired word of God.  

It is amazing to me at the people that come to church, and they are deceiving themselves into thinking that eternally they are well with the Lord, when in actuality they are dying spiritually.   


People come to church and participate in all of the outward manifestations of religion, but on the inside of their hearts they do not have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.


Today, just as in James day we have religious Pharisees in our churches.

(Matthew 23:2-3) The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.


Today in our churches, we have those religious Pharisees that come to the church to sit in on the preaching.  They come to make known there presence, they come out of religious duty instead of a right heart relationship.  They leave the church and they begin criticizing what the preacher said during the preaching service.  They backtalk and lash out words of anger and hate.  They think that everything is alright, but inwardly they are nothing more than blind guides.


There are those in the church who tell others what must be done, but yet they themselves don’t do a thing.  They are just like the Pharisees, they don’t lift a finger, rather they say do, yet they don’t do.

(Matthew 23:13-14) But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.  Wo to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers.  Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.


There are those Pharisees who are in the church because of religion, yet they refuse the truth of God’s Word.  They are as James said, they are “Hearers of he Word, but not doers.”

They hear the preaching and teaching of the word of god, yet they refuse to obey what the word says.  And they not only refuse and reject to do what God’s word says to do, but they are a hindrance and barrier to those who are truly seeking to know God and his truth.  


These Pharisees professed righteousness, but they were unjust in their conduct.  They had an inner profession of faith, but outwardly they lived like the devil.


We also have some of those Pharisees who come to church, and they can say the most beautiful and long prayers, but they pray with no power because they only pray as an external ritual of religion.

(Matthew 23:25-28) Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.  Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also.  


Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.  Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.


There are those in the church who outwardly show signs of true Christianity, but just as Jesus put it, many of those are deceiving themselves because on the inside they are full of dead mens bones.  They are dead spiritually.  They appear righteous on the surface, but inside they are filthy and immoral.


How can we tell if these that claim true religion, or true Christianity are really believers or not.  According to James, by the way they speak.  The words of our mouth will show the true nature of our heart.  We live according to the nature of our heart.

If one is unsaved, he will show that by his true outward nature.  That is not to say that true believers never make mistakes, but this is strictly speaking to those who live the life of a cover-up.  They appear righteous on the outside, but inwardly they are unrighteous.

(Matthew 7:15:20) Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits.  Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Therefore by their fruits you will know them.


How can we tell the marks of a true believer?  We can tell by the way they speak.  Fruit that we will see in other believers is the conduct of their lifestyle.  We can know if one is saved whether or not he is living and bearing fruit to bring glory and honor to god.


James was right when he said, that the heart will be revealed by the nature of the tongue.
(Matthew 12:34, 37) Brood of vipers!  How can you, being evil, speak good things?  For out of the abundance of he heart the mouth speaks.  For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.


We can tell whether a person has true religion by the words they speak.  If they continually disobey God in the area of their speech, then this is a tell-tell sign that they may be Pharisees rather than true believers.


This morning, as God looks in and through your heart, does he see a son or daughter who has a transformed life, or does he see an empty and void heart that has been unchanged.  Does he see out manifestations of religion, or does he see a relationship with his son.


As we pray this morning, I want to give an alter call first for those that have been being deceived into thinking that they have true religion when in actuality your life hasn’t been changed by the power of God.  You may have professed Christ as your savior, but you haven’t been transformed and do not have the desire to truly serve God.


Next, if there is anyone who knows they’ve had a relationship with God, but you have been meddling with religion for some time, and you want to come back to God through repentance today, if that is you, I want you to come forward.


If there is someone in here today who has never been saved, and you are in here by invitation, and what you’ve heard today has stirred your heart and convicted you to come to Christ, I want you to come down.  


I you need prayer for anything today, I want to pray with you and come into agreement with you.


Would you come. 

