The Anointing

Jonathan Edwards preached a sermon on July 8, 1741 titled “Sinners in the hands of an angry God.  Jonathan Edwards was no ordinary preacher.  Like most preachers today.

Jonathan Edwards was a great writer, and he was also a great man of the word.  But, He did not preach like ordinary preachers do today.  Jonathan Edwards would write his sermons, and he would read from his notes in a very quite manner.  During the time when he preached this sermon, he was preaching of the reality of hell and how to escape this evil place that was reserved for Satan and his angels.  


When the crowd of people who were gathered for his service would become loud, Jonathan Edwards would stop reading and he would quite the crowd of people who were present so that they would be able to hear him preach his sermon.


Remember, back in those days they didn’t have microphones as we do today, therefore he had to have the full attention of all those that were present so that they could grasp the importance of the message.


Before he was through preaching his sermon, people within the crowds that were gathered around for his sermon began to be slain in the spirit with no one praying for them.  People would fall out of their seats as he preached and began screaming to the top of their lungs.  People were crying out for God to save them, and they were crying for God to take them out of Hell.


Those that heard his sermon on that day literally thought that they had fallen into hell, and they were crying out for God to save them from this awful place they felt they were in.


Now some of you may not understand what took place on this day, but I want to tell you, it wasn’t anything that Jonathan Edwards did.  It wasn’t by his power that people began to fall out under the Spirit, it wasn’t him that caused people to be repentant of their sins.  So if this wasn’t him that caused all the ruckus, then what was it?  It was the anointing of God that caused people to buckle under the presence of God.


1906 Revival broke out on Azusa street in Los Angeles, CA.  A man by the name of William Seymore  was invited to run a revival for a certain church where he began teaching on the Baptism in the Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.

The revival that had begun with only a few people in attendance had soon outgrown the present address and they had to find another building to accommodate the people present.  On some nights as many as 1,500 people would be in attendance.  The revival lasted from 1906-1909 strong, but it ended in 1915.


During this time of revival, many received what was referred to as the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, many were healed, many were delivered, and many were saved.  What was the cause of such a great revival.  Was it Seymore’s presence and power, no, it was the anointing of the Holy Spirit.


Revival in Argentina began in 1982, and lasted for almost 20 years.  Still today people in Argentina are having revival because of the start of the first wave of God’s presence.  Many during the Argentina Revival experienced miracles, healings, deliverances, salvation, restoration, and the glory of God among them.

Brownesville revival began on Father’s day in 1995 and lasted for 5 years.  Over 200,000 recorded conversions took place during this revival.  Many were healed, many miracles were performed, many were delivered from drugs, alcohol, prostitution, and demonic oppression and possession.  What was the cause of this great move of God and the things that took place during it.  Two years before the revival, Pastor John Kilpatrick had his church begin to pray for revival.  Was it this that led to such an impact on peoples lives.  Well, it had something to do with it, but what was really the cause and influence of such a great move of God was the anointing.


Tonight, we are going to be talking about the anointing.  Many people have heard of the anointing, but few really understand the impact and significance of what the anointing is.


In Old Testament times, the anointing oil represented a consecration or a setting apart.  Today the oil represents the Holy Spirit.  Oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit, and without the fresh oil of the Spirit we will never enter in to all that God has prepared for us from the foundations of the earth.

God desires that we get saturated in the oil of the Spirit to bring glory to his name, and to be the people that he has called us to be.

Anoint:  To consecrate, rub, paint, smear, a special endowment of the Holy Spirit.


In tonight’s sermon, we are going to be talking about the three anointings for the believer.

Leper’s anointing


The first anointing that we will be discussing tonight is the Leper’s anointing.  Many of you in here tonight may have never heard of this before.  In the word of God, there are three anointings available.

(I John 2:20, 27) But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.  But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.

From the very moment you received Jesus Christ as you Lord and Savior, you were endowed with an anointing, and this is the salvation anointing or the Lepers anointing.

(Leviticus 14:13-18) Then He shall kill the lamb in the place where he kills the sin offering  and the burnt offering, in a holy place; for as the sin offering is the priest’s, so is the trespass offering.  It is most holy.  The priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.  And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand.  Then the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle some of the oil with his finger seven times before the Lord.  And of the rest of the oil in his hand, the priest shall put some on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on the blood of the trespass offering.  The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shallput on the head of him who is to be cleansed.  So the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord.

In Old Testament times, when someone would come down with this aweful disease, it was thought that the disease was on the person because of some sin that the person committed in their life, therefore in order for the person to be permitted in fellowship with the other Israelites, the person first had to become clean.


Now back in these days, there was no cure for leprosy.  The only cure that was available was the blood of a lamb.  At one time, each of us had sin in our own lives, but because of the shedding of the blood of the Lamb of God, we have become clean.  


The leper could have no contact with the people while he was suffering from this awful disease, he had to be separated from the people, and he couldn’t even come into the tabernacle of the Lord because leprosy was accounted to uncleaness.


Sin in our lives is as leprosy, sin is unclean, and before we can be a part of the fellowship of God, we first must be cleansed.

(Ephesians 2:1-3) And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

Before the Leper could be cleansed of his uncleaness, the priest had to take a lamb, and as he killed the lamb he would take some of the blood, and he would put the blood of the lamb on the right earlobe, right thumb, and then he would place the blood on the right big toe of the leper.  This blood represented the forgiveness of the Lepers sins that he had committed.

(Hebrews 9:22) And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

Whenever the priest applied the blood of the lamb to the leper, it was applied for his justification.  Without the blood of the lamb, there was no forgiveness of sin.  We would still be living in our sins if it were not for the blood of the lamb, Jesus Christ, shedding his blood for us thereby justifying us from our sins.

(Romans 5:1-2, 18) Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  Therefore, as through on man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.


Because of the blood of the lamb being applied to our lives, we have been forgiven and justified of our sins.


But the priest didn’t stop with the applying of the blood.  The bible says that the priest then took a log of oil, and he dipped his finger into the oil and he sprinkled the oil before the Lord seven times.  


Now for some of you that do not understand what the seven sprinkles identify, it is symbolic for completion.  When Jesus went to the cross of Calvary, before Jesus gave of the ghost, the bible says that Jesus said these words.  “It is finished, or it is completed.”  The blood that was applied to the leper completed the justification process.  


The Leper was now forgiven, but still the process went even further.  Wherever blood is applied, it is for our justification, whenever the oil is applied it is for our sanctification.  The oil purifies, and the oil cleanses.

The priest then took the oil and he put some of the oil on the right earlobe over the blood, then on the right thumb over the blood, then he right big toe over the blood.  


Before the oil of the Holy Spirit can be applied to our lives, first we must have the blood.  The blood justifies us, but the oil cleanses us and purifies us.  If we don’t have the blood, then the oil cannot be applied.


After the priest applied the oil, he then took the left over oil, and he poured the oil over the head of the leper thereby signifying that the leper was cleansed totally and was now able to fellowship in the tabernacle as the others.


The oil consecrated the leper, it set him apart as cleansed and brought him back to fellowship and other duties that the Israelites were involved in.


When we are saved, the first thing that takes place is the receiving of Christ, the blood is applied first, but then after the blood is applied, the Holy spirit comes to reside on the inside of us and this is the sanctification process in our salvation as he continues daily to sanctify us, purify, and cleanse us.

(I Corinthians 6:19) Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

After we are saved, we receive the first anointing in our lives, we receive the lepers anointing.  When we accept Christ into our lives, the blood saves us, and the Holy Spirit anoints us, or consecrates us, or sets us apart as God’s children.

(Romans 8:15-17) For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father.  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-heirs of god, and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

Every believer that is in this house tonight has this first anointing, and this is an anointing that cannot be lost, unless you walk away from it.


As believers, we move from the first anointing into the second anointing which is called the priestly anointing.

Priestly anointing


Once a person becomes a child of God, he should move from the first anointing into the second anointing which is the priestly anointing.

The bible tells us that we are called priest, but the sad truth about this is that most Christians only have the title of priest, but they have no understanding of what the priestly anointing is for.  


The priestly anointing is for service.  

(Hebrews 9:6-7) Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services.  But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people’s sins committed in ignorance.


To understand what the priestly anointing is, we have got to fully understand the old covenant duties of the priest.  The priest were from the tribe of Levi, and all of the priest were allowed into the tabernacle to perform ceremony and service before the people.


The priest were common people who understood the things that the Israelites were going through, and because they understood, they were able to minister to them and help them.  The priest were called and appointed by God to be the ones to offer sacrifices for the people.

The High Priest was the only one who could go into the Holy of Holies.  This was the place of intimacy with god.  This was the place where the presence of God was.  Inside the Holy of Holies was found the ark of the covenant, and the mercy seat.  Above the mercy seat the glory of God would come and dwell.


As the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies, he would commune with God, and he would offer blood for the atonement of the people in order that their sins would be forgiven.


To be in the Holy of Holies was of highest honor because this is where communion and intimacy with God took place, and this only happened once a year.


We as believers are to step from the lepers anointing into this priestly anointing of service and intimacy.  Many today have the lepers anointing, meaning they are saved, but they have never moved into the deeper portion of the anointing into service and intimacy with God and his Spirit.


God desires that each of us walk in this priestly anointing.  In his word, we are told to be of service to god.
(Matthew 28:19-20) Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.


Under the priestly anointing we are to serve by making disciples and teaching them the word of God.  It is every child of God’s responsibility to walk in this anointing.  Many think that this job is left up to the pastor, evangelist, and other prominent leader, but the bible tells us that this is the Christians responsibility.

(2 Corinthians 5:20) Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though god were pleading through us:  We implore you on christ’s behalf, be reconciled to god


We as believers have the responsibility of telling the world about Jesus Christ.  We are to shout on the hill tops that Jesus is Lord, and we are to go out into the highways and byways and compel people to come to god.


An ambassador represents the one who sent him.  Christ has sent us out into the world to reconcile sinners to God just as Jesus reconciled us to god.


Although this is God’s will for each and every child of God, many are not doing so because they have never crossed over into this special anointing to be the witness that God is calling them to be.


With this anointing comes a special power that the lepers anointing does not offer.  This anointing comes as we are baptized in the Holy spirit.


Recently I preached a message titled the believers baptism explaining that the believer has three baptism that he must undergo.  The first of these baptisms is that of the baptism into the body of Christ.


When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, we are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.  The second baptism comes after salvation and is called the water baptism.  This baptism is that of burial and resurrection.  


The third baptism is the baptism in the Holy Ghost.  This also comes after salvation, and this is the baptism that John speaks of when he says that one mightier than he is coming who will baptize in the Holy spirit and fire.


This baptism is the one that thrust us into the priestly anointing to become witnesses of Jesus, and of intimacy with God.

(Acts 1:8) But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

When you are baptized in the Holy Ghost, you are entering the priestly anointing.  When the disciples were baptized in the Holy Ghost, they received power to be witnesses for God, and the bible says that because of the power they received that 3000 souls were added to the church as they began to proclaim Jesus Christ to those around.


Unlike the first anointing, the Lepers anointing, which cannot be lost, the priestly anointing can be lost.  That is why the bible says that we must be filled with the Spirit daily.

(Ephesians 5:17) Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the spirit.


The baptism in the Spirit is a one time experience, but the infilling of the spirit which takes place after the baptism happens on a daily basis.  When we wake up in the morning, we need to be filled with a fresh touch of the oil of the Spirit.


This anointing offers the power to be witnesses for God, and it offers a communion that the lepers anointing does not offer.  For when you are baptized in the spirit, you will begin experiencing a touch from heaven that you have never felt before


This anointing offers a communion that the lepers anointing doesn’t offer.


It is God’s will that each of us walk in this anointing.


Not only did the priest minister to the people, but the priest fellowshipped with god.  Under this anointing as priests, God’s voice should not be silent.  God would speak to the Priest, and the priest in return would speak to the people.


Jesus said in John that my sheep hear my voice and the voice of a stranger they will not follow.  It’s during this anointing that you will begin to experience and intimacy that you have never before had just from being saved.

The last anointing available to the believer is the Kingly anointing.


This last anointing is that of dominion and authority.  The Lepers anointing comes from accepting Jesus, the priestly anointing comes by fellowshipping with Jesus, and the kingly anointing comes by obeying Jesus.

Those under the Lepers anointing do not cast out demons, those under the priestly anointing do, but still they do not have the power as that of the kingly anointing.


The priestly anointing brings you into the presence of God, yet the kingly anointing lifts you to a place of high authority in Christ.

(I Samuel 16:1, 12-13) Now the Lord said to Samuel, How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite.  For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.  So he sent and brought him in.  Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes and good looking.  And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!”  then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward in power.


The kingly anointing has power just as the priestly anointing, but the authority and dominion is far greater than that of the priestly anointing.


When kings would rule, they had authority and dominion over the nation they ruled.  With a word they spoke, action was made.  When our Lord Jesus Christ walked this earth, when he casted out demons, it didn’t take him hours at a time as it does so many today, with a word he commanded demons to come out and for the people to be loosed, and they were.


When Jesus healed someone, it was with a word and they were healed.  Jesus walked in the Kingly anointing as he was on this earth.

In John 20:22, the disciples received the Lepers anointing whenever Jesus breathed on them.  In Acts 2, the disciples and the others that were with them received the priestly anointing as the Holy Spirit was given in power.  But it was in Acts 4 that they received the kingly anointing.

(Acts 4:29-31) Now Lord, look on their threats, and grant to your servants that with all boldness they may speak your word, by stretching out your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.  And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy spirit, and they spoke the word of God with Boldness.

It was this third anointing that the disciples began to walk with dominion and authority.  The disciples had already been anointed with the priestly anointing, but now they were being persecuted for their faith, and they prayed that God would stretch for his hand and allow them to be able to heal, deliver, and proclaim the word with more boldness than they had before.


As we continue reading the word of god, we find out that it was after this that the disciples began seeing tremendous power in their lives like never before.

(Acts 5:15-16) So that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.  Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bring sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.


This kingly anointing brought about and authority and dominion just by the presence of Peter.  How many times have you been somewhere and a person has been healed because of your shadow or presence.  How many times have you been in the presence of demons and they begin to tremble and come out because of the authority and dominion that you presence has.


This is the anointing that I am looking for.

(Acts 19:11-12) Now god worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out from them.

People, let me tell you, this wasn’t an act of Paul even though it came through Paul, this was an act of the anointing of the Holy Ghost.


These three anointings are available to every believer that is in this place tonight.  The most important of these anointings is the lepers anointing.  Without the blood of Christ in your life, you will never have eternal life or justification.


But if you are saved, you should move from the lepers anointing to the priestly anointing.  If you have the priestly anointing and are walking in this anointing, your desire should be for God to bless you with the kingly anointing.


These anointings are available, but we must act in faith and receive.


The Oil of the Holy Spirit is available for each of you in here tonight, but you must reach out and receive.  Something else I want to add before I close is this.  Oil has a beautiful fragrance about it.  When we are walking in the fresh oil of the Spirit, we will attract others to us and to God.


But if oil is not taken care of properly, that oil will eventually evaporate, and if the oil is left unused for to long, the oil will begin to sour and smell terrible.


Some of you in here tonight may be saying, well, I have been saved and I have the lepers anointing and I am happy with that, and if that be the case, then so be it, but you have the responsibility to move from the lepers anointing to the priestly anointing.


Some of you may have the priestly anointing, but your oil has run empty.  Today you may need to be refilled.  Come to God in faith, and he will give you fresh oil today.


Some of you may not have the priestly anointing yet you are wanting all of what God wants for you.  Today, come in faith, and get ready to be blessed as God baptizes you in the Spirit of God today.


And for others of you, you may be wanting this kingly anointing, if so, God wants to give it to you just as he did to the disciples.  Ask in Faith, and obey his leading tonight.


Step out in faith.

