 Benefit Package II

This morning I talked about the benefit package that God offers to those who serve him.  Tonight I am not going to be long, but I want to continue this sermon in discussing God’s benefit package.


This morning we learned that we were forgiven, and we also talked about the benefit of being taken care of, tonight, I will be the last two benefits.

3. We have favor with God

4. We are sons and daughters of God

III. We have favor with God

(Romans 8:31) What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us.


You know, I’m sure that all of you have heard the statement, “It’s good to have friends in high places.”  If you ever need someone to bail you out of a certain predicament, its always good to know the right people.  Another words, it’s always good to have favor with the right people.  Most of us have favor with our friends therefore we can do certain things with their help, that we couldn’t otherwise.

My brother seems to always have favor with the right people.  If he were to get a speeding ticket, he could get out of it because he knows the right people.  If he needs to borrow money, he can because he has favor with wealthy friends.  It’s good to have favor.  When we have favor, we are able to do some things that others are not able too.  But if you are a child of God, you have favor with the most high and therefore you can do things and go places that the world cannot.  Why?  Because you have favor.


I like what Romans says, If God is for us, then who be for us.  God is always on my side, and when I’m needing him, he is there because he is for me.

(I John 4:4) You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.


If I were to tell you that we are about to have a football game, and I need a captain from your team.  If you had the choice between big 7’ giants, and puny poly players, which would you pick.  Most likely you would pick the 7’ giants because they would more than likely when the football game.  God is bigger than Satan, and he is bigger than the world.  God is on my side, therefore I have favor with him.


I also have favor with God because he is my friend.  

(John 15:14) You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.


I have some good friends, and with the friends that I have, I have favor with them that others do not.  Because I am a friend of Jesus, I have his favor on my life.  Jesus is my buddy, and as long as I’m living the way I’m suppose to, I have favor with him.

IV. We have the benefit of being called the son and daughters of God.
(Romans 8:15) For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father.


We have the privilege and benefit of being the sons and daughters of God.  Because we have accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we have been adopted in to the family of God.  This is an awesome family to be in.


Think for a moment of the benefits that you will gain from being son or daughter of your earthly father.  Some of you have a blessed family, and many of you will receive the blessing of your family because you are a son or a daughter.  Now for some of you, you may be thinking, well, my father doesn’t have anything, therefore I want be getting anything from him.  Because you are the son or daughter of God, you will have great benefits.
(Romans 8:29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.


Because I am the firstborn of God, that entails a lot for my future.  Now, these days being the firstborn doesn’t mean a thing, its no different than being the fourthborn.  But according to the bible, being the firstborn is a blessing.  During the bible days, when a father was about to die, he would bless his firstborn son, and he would give all of his blessing to his first born.

(Genesis 27:1-4) Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he would not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My Son.”  And he answered him, “Here I am.”  Then he said, “Behold now, I am old.  I do not know the day of my death.  Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me.  And make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.”


Because Esau was the oldest son, he had the right to the blessing from his father because he was the first born.  But what was the blessing?
(Genesis 27:28-29) Therefore my God give you of the dew of heaven, of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine.  Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you.  Be master over your brethren, and let your mother’s sons bow down to you.  Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those who bless you.


Jesus is the firstborn that Romans was talking about, but because we are sons of God, we have also become firstborns.  Therefore, God’s blessing and promises rightfully belong to those who have accepted Christ, because they become a joint with Christ.

(Romans 8:16-17) The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified together.


All that God owns, it belongs to us because we are his children.  All that belongs to Christ, it belongs to us because we are joint heirs with him.


If your earthly father owned everything and had all blessing, you would be considered and heir of your fathers blessings or estate.  If you had younger siblings, they would be considered joint heirs with you because you both share the same father. 


God, is the father of Jesus, and we are also sons of God.  We are also brothers with Jesus.

(Hebrews 2:11) For both he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason, He is not ashamed to call them brethren.


Because we are children of God, we are hooked up with the best family possible.  My father’s estate belongs to Jesus, therefore my father’s estate belongs to me.  I can honestly say that I have a mansion with my name on it, and I can say that I will one day live in the fruit of the land where milk and honey flow.  God has blessed us so much and what greater benefit can beat that.


Another benefit I have because of being a Son of God is that I am an Heir of the promises of Abraham.

(Galatians 3:29) If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.


This is the greatest benefit of all, that we will be accounted as righteous because of our faith in Jesus Christ, therefore we will receive an eternal home.


Remember, God told Abraham that because he had believed that he was accounted righteous and therefore he gave the land of Canaan to Abraham as an inheritance.  Heaven is our Canaan as an inheritance.

(I Peter 1:3-4) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.

