Benefit Package

This morning I’m going to be talking about the benefits of being a Christian.  Week after week we come to church, and we hear such messages as prayer, bible study, and spiritual warfare, and we hear of all that we are to do for God, but sometimes we become weary in our faith because at times we fill that there is nothing in it for us.  


This morning I pray that this message encourages you to keep on keeping on.  I pray that as you hear the benefits of being a Christian that you will be enlightened and even thrilled to continue doing service for God.


All of us, or at least most of us have daily jobs that we go to.  Every now and again we tend to get wearied down and even burnt out, but something keeps on pushing us to keep on keeping on.  For many of you, the reason you keep going to work day in and day out is because of the financial benefits you receive.  For some of you it may not be the financial benefits that are pushing you, for some it is the health benefits.  For some of you it may be that you are working toward the benefits of retirement.  Still, for some it may be none of these things that are motivating you to wake up every day and continue your life.  It may be that some of you are enjoying the benefits of blessing because of the people you work with on a regular basis.


Whatever the reason may be that you wake up day in and day out, some benefit is motivating you to keep on keeping on.  In the Christian life and walk, there are times that each of us need to be reminded of why we call ourselves Christians.  All of us need to be reminded that there is benefits of being a Christian.  This morning I want you to be encouraged that you do have a benefit package because of your faithfulness to Jesus Christ.
(Psalm 103:2-5) Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
(Psalm 68:19) Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, the God of our salvation.

(Psalm 116:12) What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits toward me?


This morning I want you to know that there is much in it for you.  You have more benefits than you can even receive because you serve the one who owns it all.  You know, God does load us down daily with much benefits, but sometimes we live our lives in such Chaos that we tend to overlook his benefits toward us.


When we send out a resume to a new job, and then we go through the interview, we are told of the benefit package that we will be receiving.  Lots of times in our benefit package, we receive sick days, vacation days, bereavement days.  We receive a retirement plan, health insurance, continuing education, and much more at some jobs.  We sometimes get overwhelmed because of how much benefits we are blessed to have on this new job.


As much as we may get excited about these earthly benefits that our jobs may offer, nothing can compare to the eternal benefits that our heavenly father has offered us.


This morning I want to remind you of what your benefits are for being a follower of Jesus Christ.  Some of you just need to be reminded, and some of you may have never known of these benefits before.  Now as I am going through these benefits, don’t just listen to them, you need to write them down so that at some time in your life when you are wanting to take up the blessing of these benefits you can remind God and he will do as his package says.


This is our benefit package from God:
1.) He will forgive us

2.) He will take care of us

3.) We have favor with God

4.) We are sons and daughters of God

I. He will forgive us.


I want to remind you of what the psalmist said in Psalm 103.  David said, “Forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquities.”  One of the benefits that we have for being followers of Jesus Christ is that my sins are washed away.  Every bad thing that I have ever done against God, He has forgiven me for it.  God does not hold me in bondage by saying since you sinned against me I will never forget it.  No, God has forgiven me of all of my sins, and he has forgotten about them sins.

Think about this, no matter what job I may have been blessed to have, no matter how good the benefit package may be, if I continue to mess up on my job by making mistake after mistake, my employer will not be so forgiving.  Most likely I will be laid off, or if I’m not laid off on my job, most likely my boss will never forget the mistake that I made.  Because the mistake will never be forgotten, the next time I make the mistake my employer may not be as lenient to me.


Every day we make mistakes because we are an imperfect people.  Everyday we sin against a holy God, but because we are trying to please our boss which is God, God forgives me of my sins and he forgets my mistakes.  That is a great benefit.  There is no sin to big that God is not willing to forgive me of.

(I John 1:9) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  


This is such an awesome package.  When I make a mistake, God wants me to say that I’m sorry, and as I make this confession he wants me to try and live my life without sin, and then he will forgive me with nothing attached.  That’s right, God forgives us with nothing attached, but it doesn’t stop there.

(Hebrews 10:17) Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.

That is awesome, God will forgive us for our sins with no strings attached.  He just forgets what we’ve done and allows us to start fresh with a clean slate, all we have to do is receive his forgiveness.

Before we knew Christ, we were living our lives and headed toward destruction, but now that our sins are forgiven, and we are followers of Christ, God has protected us from that destructive road, and he has placed us on a better road for a better plan.  This is a great package.

(Matthew 7:13-14) Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.


Before being forgiven of my sins by being washed in the blood of Jesus Christ, I was going down the wrong road, but now that I’ve been forgiven, God has placed me on the road to life.  Thank God for his forgiveness.


Now that we are on the road to life, that doesn’t mean that we will never make another mistake and that everything will be easier, but what it does mean is that when we do make a mistake that God has provided a way for us to be forgiven continually by always having a lawyer by our side.

(I John 2:1-2) My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  And He himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.


This is a benefit that no job on this earth can ever offer.  We are forgiven, and God forgets our sins, therefore we have no condemnation of our sins.

(Romans 8:1) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

II. We are taken care of


This is one of the greatest benefits in the package.  Because we are children of God, our boss continually takes care of us.  There is nothing that we have need of, nothing that we may want, and nothing that he want do for us; therefore, we are taken care of.
1. Because we are taken care of, we can have a joyful and abundant life.

(John 10:10) I have come that they may have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.


God desires that all of us enjoy life.  Too many Christians are walking around gloomy, with their head hanging low, and have no joy whatsoever.  If you are a child of God, God wants you to enjoy life.  God wants his children to get excited about their lives.  If I were to ask you this morning if you were excited about your life, how many of you without lying could honestly say that yes I am excited about my life.


This is God’s will for all of us, that we enjoy life, live it up, and have joy in abundance.  We don’t have to live sad, defeated lives, we can be joyful, courageous, and victorious in life because that what he sent his son for, for us to live life in abundance.

2. We have great financial benefits.

(Psalm 50:10-12) For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.  I know all the birds of the mountains, and the wild beasts of the field are mine.  For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.

You see, this is my source.  Rather than me depending on my boss giving me the raise, all I have to do is go to God, and he will supply me with the raise.  God owns everything, and therefore we have greater benefits financially than any earthly job can supply.  My father owns it all.  

(Deuteronomy 8:18) And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that he may establish His covenant which He sword to your fathers, as it is this day.


I’ve got news for Bill Gates, Oprah Winfrey, and other so-called self made millionaires.  It wasn’t them who established this wealth on their own, it was God who gave them the wealth that they have.  God reigns on the just and the unjust, God is the one who gives the power to get wealth.


We should be thanking God for giving us ideas, thoughts, vision, and abilities for accumulating the wealth.  He is the one who gives us the ability to do so.  This wealth is not for our own use, but it is for the furthering of his kingdom and gospel.  


God supplies me, it’s not my job, it’s God.  God has told us in his word how to have financially the income we are looking for.  His word tells us if we give sparingly, we will reap sparingly, if we sow bountifully, we will reap bountifully.  Sowing and reaping is a law bound by God.  Seed time and harvest is right around the corner, and if we sow money, whether you believe it or not, you will reap money.  If you sow corn, you are not going to reap wheat, and if you so fruit, your not going to reap a vegetable.  I reap what I sow, and more than I sow.  Because I serve the God who owns it all, I reap where I have not even sown.  Isn’t God good.

3. Our sick days are covered.


Just like with a job, if I get sick, my job will allow time for me to take off from work in order that I may get well.  God has provided a benefit package for the sick even greater than an earthly job has.

(Isaiah 53:5) But he was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon him, and by his stripes we are healed.

(I Peter 2:24) Who himself bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness-by whose stripes you were healed.

(Deuteronomy 28:15, 61; Galatians 3:13) But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all his commandments and his statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you.  Also every sickness and every plague, which is not written in this Book of the Law, will the Lord bring upon you until you are destroyed.  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.”)


Rather than having to take any sick days off due to sickness or disease, all I have to do is lean on the promises of God and believe him to heal my body.  He said it, we believe it, therefore we can receive it.

4. He even gives us a little bit of vacation time.


When we work hard on the job, sometimes we get a little burdened down, and even burnt out.  To give us a little bit of rest and relaxation, we have and accumulated time that we are able to take off of work and take a little bit of vacation time.  God has provided this in his package as well.  

(Matthew 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

Sometimes just as with an earthly job, we become a little burdened and even wearied, therefore God will give us a little vacation as we take and receive the rest that he offers.  This vacation will be sure to give you the rest, relaxation, and relief than any other can offer.  This vacation will be refreshing.


It’s not God’s will that we become wearied and burdened, therefore he gives us the rest that we need to sustain us in our walk.

5. God meets our very basic needs.

(Matthew 6:31-34) Therefore, do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For after all these things the gentiles seek.  For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.  Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.


In learning about what is in this benefit package for serving Jesus Christ, we have to know that all of our basic need will be met as well.  God has promised to provide for us food, water, and clothing.  Everything that we need to live life is provided for by our boss, “God.”


If you can think of something that is not provided for, I bet that you are just overlooking the package.  Everything is provided for, and nothing is left out.  This is the best benefit package that anyone could ever want.  


But before you get overly excited about this benefit package and think that you don’t have to do anything to receive the things inside, I must let you know that there is something that you must do.

We must be washed in the blood of Jesus Christ.

(Titus 3:5) Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior.


This benefit package doesn’t come by good works, or even good looks, or a good personality.  This benefit package is only for those who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and washed in the blood.


Also, one must wear the wedding garments.

(Matthew 22:11-13) But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment.  So he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?  And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the servants, bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness;  there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


Now some of you may be asking yourself, “What is the wedding garment?”  This is a good question.  The wedding garment is Jesus Christ.

(Romans 13:14) But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

Once a person has done these things, they are ready to receive the benefits from the package that God has offered.  But still some of you may not exactly understand how to do this.  


In closing, if you are not clothed in the wedding Garments of Jesus Christ, and have not been washed in the blood of Jesus, this is how you do so.

(Romans 10:13) For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

